
 
 
Communities In Schools of Nevada Key Messages 
 

“TWEET-SIZED” PITCH 
Communities In Schools is the nation’s leading dropout prevention organization dedicated to surrounding students with 
a community of support — empowering them to stay in school and achieve in life. Founded in 2004, CIS of Nevada 
has three regional affiliates that operate in 72 schools, serving 70,000 students, across urban and rural districts with 
94% of case managed students graduating from high school.  
 
MISSION 
Since its founding in 2004, Communities In Schools of Nevada has been driven by the belief that every child has 
unlimited potential but may not have access to equal opportunities to succeed. Our three regional affiliates work across 
four rural and urban school districts to provide 70,000 Nevada students at 72 high poverty schools a one-on-one 
relationship with a caring adult and a safe place to learn and grow to break down whatever barriers may exist in their 
lives.  
 

With more than 100 community partners, we coordinate resources and services — literally bringing Community into 
our Schools — to do whatever it takes in supporting the students we serve. CIS of Nevada is one of 26 state offices in 
a national network with more than 40 years of experience implementing our evidence-based solution for 1.6 million 
students. 
 

In 2019, CIS of Nevada celebrated a K-12 promotion rate of 98% and our statewide high school graduation rate of 
94%. 
 

Communities In Schools of Nevada works to ensure that every child has these five essentials: 
1. One-on-one relationship with a caring adult 
2. Safe place to learn and grow 
3. Healthy start and a healthy future 
4. Marketable skill to use upon graduation 
5. Chance to give back to peers and community 

 
ELEVATOR SPEECH 
Communities In Schools of Nevada is the fifth largest state office of the nation’s leading dropout prevention 
organization that believes every child has potential but may lack the opportunity to succeed. We place caring, well-
trained, full-time employees in high poverty schools to build trusted relationships with students, assess their needs and 
remove the barriers they face to learn and graduate.  We tap into a network of more than 100 nonprofit agencies and 
nonprofits to meet student needs  – literally bringing Community into our Schools.  
 
ABOUT US 
What started as one school in Southern Nevada has grown into 72 schools across four rural and urban school districts. 
Here’s where we’ve been, where we are and where we are going: 
 
Where We’ve Been. Communities In Schools of Nevada was incorporated 16 years ago in 2004 joining a national 
network of 25 states and the District of Columbia. At the time of our inception in the state, we operated in one school 
in Southern Nevada — Martinez Elementary. Over the years, we have grown considerably to reach an even greater 
number of students living in poverty across the state. To accomplish this rapid scaling of our mission, we have worked 
diligently to diversify our funding by standing hand in hand with private philanthropy and public investment.  

 
Where We Are. Communities In Schools of Nevada and our three regional affiliates currently serve more than 70,000 
underserved youth in 72 rural and urban schools. The following is a breakdown of schools by each regional affiliate 
and includes the school districts within which they operate: 

o 10 schools in Western Nevada (Washoe County School District)  
o 9 schools in Northeastern Nevada (Elko and Humboldt County School Districts) 
o 53 schools in Southern Nevada (Clark County School District) 



 
Where We’re Going. Communities In Schools of Nevada aspires to operate in an even greater number of Title 1 schools 
across the state. Today we operate in 72 schools. By 2022 we aim to be in 95 schools across the state. Our aggressive 
growth strategy demonstrates our firm commitment to supporting every child in their pursuit to realize their full 
potential.  
 
THE NEED – WHY COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS EXISTS 
• Nevada ranks 47th in the nation for education. The graduation rate for Free & Reduced Lunch students averages 

67 percent, and the graduation rate for students of color is below 65 percent. These statistics should alarm every 
Nevadan.  

 

• The economic benefits of a reduction in Nevada’s dropout rate would result in adding $131 million to Nevada’s 
economic growth; $7.8 million increase in tax revenue; $230 million in lifetime savings in health, and $78 million 
combined crime-related savings and revenue.  

 

• Students cannot focus and succeed inside the classroom if their basic needs are not being met outside the classroom. 
Students who are hungry, sick, anxious, bullied or troubled may be too overwhelmed to learn, leading to failure in 
the classroom and eventually dropping out. Communities In Schools works to remove those burdens so students 
can focus on learning.  

 

• When students receive the resources and services, it leads to lower absentee rates, better grades and behavior and 
higher graduation rates.  

 
THE CIS DIFFERENCE 
• Communities In Schools of Nevada is an organization that does much more than provide backpacks, schools 

supplies and shoes.   
o It uses an evidence-based, success-proven methodology for providing students with the services and 

resources they need to alleviate outside pressures that prevent them from learning and encouraging them 
to stay in school.  

o It employs a network of more than 100 community agencies and nonprofits from throughout the state 
to meet student needs, including academic assistance, tutoring, food and clothing, behavioral intervention, 
college and career preparation, mental and physical health services and family engagement programs, 
among others. Hence, the inspiration for the organization’s name: Communities In Schools.   

o No matter a students’ problem or challenge, Communities In Schools finds a solution.  
o It works onsite. CIS site coordinators are well-trained, paid employees of the organization who are often 

referred to as case workers. They work full-time inside their respective schools, where they get to know 
students, identify those who are most at-risk and match those students and their families with resources 
that address immediate needs.  The average CIS site coordinator “case manages” approximately 65 
students, providing extraordinary care, support and attention to help students succeed.   

o It places caring adults in high poverty schools to create a safe space and build trusted relationships 
with students to alter their trajectory. For many students, this relationship is transformational and may be 
the only, or one of very few, trusted adult relationship they have.  

o It provides significant training to site coordinators, including trauma intervention training to help them 
better identify Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) that may impact learning, including conditions in 
the home such as alcohol and drug abuse, sexual or physical abuse, mental health conditions, poverty and 
more.  

 
THE RESULTS 
• Independent research demonstrates that Communities In Schools is one of very few organizations proven to keep 

students in school and the only organization to document an increase in graduation rates through participation in 
its program. The study also shows a higher percentage of students served by Communities In Schools reach 
proficiency in 4th-grade and 8th-grade reading and math. 

 
• The success of the mission of Communities In Schools is evident in the national graduation and matriculation rates 

of the students it serves – numbers that speak volumes. In 2018, 94 percent of high school seniors who received 
assistance from CIS graduated high school; 98 percent of students assisted by CIS were promoted to the next grade.  


