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IN NEVADA

“By consistently making sure that the relationship with the site 

coordinator is available, there’s hope, there’s encouragement and 

there’s accountability. Through that relationship we do whatever  

it takes to remove the non-academic barriers for these kids and  

keep them in school. “
–Diane Fearon,  Chief Executive Officer, Communities In Schools of Nevada 

Communities In Schools is a nationwide network of 
passionate professionals working in public schools to surround students 
with a community of support, empowering them to stay in school and 
achieve in life. For the last 10 years, Communities In Schools has served 
tens of thousands of students throughout Nevada. This year, Communities In 
Schools of Nevada is serving nearly 33,000 students on 43 campuses, helping 
to break the cycle of poverty, school failure and underemployment.

This report outlines the accomplishments of Communities In 
Schools of Nevada during the 2012 – 2013 school year. It includes data on 
the percentage of students who were promoted from one grade to another, 
graduated from high school, or otherwise improved their performance as a 
result of their involvement with Communities In Schools; and describes how 
this success was achieved.

“Children in poverty come to school every day with tremendous burdens that hinder 

their ability to learn. It’s hard to focus on math or reading when you’re hungry or 

sick or worried about where you’re going to sleep at night. In those conditions, it can 

seem like the ‘escape valve’ has been welded shut from the outside.”
—Daniel Cardinali, President, Communities in Schools 
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About Communities in Schools
OF Nevada

“I think for a lot of these kids, bringing the program to 
the school site instead of sending them out to find the 
programming has really made a big difference. We know 
they’re going to be here every day where we can deliver 
whatever they need, and they’re not dependent on parents  
to take them to the resources.”
–Melissa Aguirre, Executive Director, Communities In Schools of Northeastern Nevada

Communities In Schools is the only dropout prevention organization proven to both lower 
dropout rates and increase graduation rates. What sets Communities In Schools apart is 
the organization’s holistic approach to addressing both the academic and nonacademic 
needs of students. Working with school staff, Communities In Schools site coordinators —
who are positioned in schools — identify students in danger of dropping out, assess what 
resources they need, and then provide those resources through the appropriate community 
partnerships. These resources include food, clothing, transportation, housing, medical care, 
mentoring and much more. 

THE STUDENT
TIVONIA GARDNER will graduate from Rancho High School with advanced honors 
and a choice of colleges to attend. But Tivonia didn’t always believe college was an 
option for her. Her mother passed away when she was just four years old, and her 
grandmother raised her. In Tivonia’s freshman year of high school, her grandmother 
became seriously ill, and Tivonia was bounced from relative to relative, until her 
grandmother passed away at the beginning of her senior year. Communities In Schools 
site coordinator Noy Thongkham provided a consistent presence and someone to talk 
to when Tivonia felt she’d lost everything. Noy helped Tivonia navigate the college 
application and financial aid processes, contacting schools, researching scholarship 
opportunities and offering Tivonia hope for her dream of attending Virginia State 
University and pursuing a medical career. “I love Miss Noy,” Tivonia said. “She’s always 
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there for me. She’s easy to talk to and is a huge motivator. Communities In Schools will 
lift you up throughout all four years of high school. It definitely makes you grow and 
makes you a stronger individual. I think everyone needs that person away from home 
to push them to do better, and Communities In Schools is that family that everyone 
needs at school.”

THE SITE COORDINATOR
SKYE BRYANT, Communities In Schools site coordinator at Elko High School, 
works daily helping students facing obstacles such as lack of family support and 
discipline, lack of motivation and an inability to connect their current situation 
with future goals. Trained in the field of marriage and family counseling, Skye is 
dedicated to giving students a safe place where they know they are cared for and can 
be themselves. “When I know I’ve had an impact on a student’s life, it is incredibly 
rewarding,” she said. After working with a student for more than a year on improving 
academics and addressing chronic absenteeism, Skye saw failing grades rise to A’s and 
B’s as the student’s motivation grew and unexcused absences stopped. The student 
shared that having someone at school who cares and checks up on her had made a 
difference in her life. “Seeing the results of our hard work on paper is one thing, but 
when a student recognizes and voices the impact that Communities In Schools has in 
his or her life, it makes all the hard work worthwhile,” said Skye.

Working with each school’s administration, Communities In Schools identifies students 
who lack basic needs such as food, clothing and shelter, and utilizes community resources 
to assist with meeting these needs. Other whole-school offerings include parenting 
programs, grief and loss counseling, and bullying prevention programs. 

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CHERI WARD is the executive director of Communities In Schools of Southern 
Nevada. She’s seen the effectiveness of the Communities In Schools model in turning 
students’ lives around. “The main thing we provide through Communities In Schools 
is that one-on-one relationship with a caring adult. It’s great that we can bring the 
community together and provide resources, but what really makes a difference in 
a child’s life is having that relationship and having someone believe in them.” She 
stresses the importance of reaching elementary school students in a community in 

Communities In Schools recognizes that if basic needs are not met, children are unable to learn. 
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which many young children are tasked with taking care of younger siblings while 
parents work long hours and frequent moves put kids at risk for falling through the 
cracks. “By middle school, we see kids who have already given up. If we can make a 
difference in elementary school, our future will be better.”
 Communities In Schools of Southern Nevada continues to expand the number of 
elementary school programs in Clark County, reaching students through dedicated site 
coordinators and vital resources. “Having a site coordinator on campus full-time allows 
Communities In Schools to really become part of the school, and that’s when a real 
difference can be made,” said Cheri.

All of Communities In Schools’ work is guided by the “Five Basics”—  
a set of essentials that every child needs and deserves:

• A one-on-one relationship with a caring adult
• A safe place to learn and grow
• A healthy start and a healthy future
• A marketable skill to use upon graduation 
• A chance to give back to peers and community 

Communities In Schools of Nevada 

2012 – 2013 School Year Highlights
› Six elementary schools, five middle schools and five high schools were served. 

›  Approximately 26,218 students received integrated student supports from  
Communities In Schools of Nevada; 26,218 students received Level One*  
or school-wide prevention services and 1,710 students received Level Two**  
targeted and sustained interventions.

›  86% of seniors receiving targeted and sustained services (and for whom data were 
available) graduated.

›  84% of the students in grades K – 11 who received targeted and sustained services  
(and for whom data were available) were promoted to the next grade.

Elementary 
Schools

HIGH
 Schools

MIDDLE
Schools

Nevada Schools  
served by Communities 
in Schools
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›  67% of the students in grades K – 12 who received targeted and sustained 
services with an attendance goal met their goal. For some students, the goal was 
to increase the number of days they attended and for others it was to maintain 
their attendance levels.

›  78% of the students in grades K – 12 who received targeted and sustained 
services with an academic performance goal met their goal. These goals, which 
are tailored to each student, may have included improving class grades, overall 
GPA, standardized test scores or homework completion.  

›  91% of the students in grades K – 12 who received targeted and sustained 
services with a behavioral goal met their goal. This relates to school behavior and 
can include: improving classroom behavior and reducing disciplinary referrals for 
fighting, disruptive or disrespectful behavior (bad language, talking back, etc.). 

“The moment a student decides to drop out is a culmination 
of many challenging moments. If a third grader is behind 
in proficiency and that is not identified and addressed, by 
sixth grade the student may be starting to think, ‘I’m dumb 
and I’ll never get it,’ which isn’t true. When we reach them 
and find out about their challenges, we’re able to bring 
resources and support that allow them to get back on track.” 
–Diane Fearon, Chief Executive Officer, Communities In Schools of Nevada
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*Level One services, also known as whole-school preventative services, are provided to all students, regardless of their 
risk for developing serious problems. Examples of these services include health fairs, attendance initiatives, anti-bullying 
campaigns, parent engagement activities/events, and motivational speakers. 

**Level Two services are targeted and sustained interventions provided for specific students over an extended period of 
time. These services are provided based on individual student needs and include services such as one-on-one academic 
tutoring, mentoring, coordination of medical or dental resources, and counseling.


